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in time to cone after the years have assayed our 
century. songs and poems by Ivor Gurney will still be living, 
young, bsrutiful and English, Aitherte only a handful of 
men and women, mostly artists themselves, have recognized 
theix rare quality an@ loved them fer their loveliness, 
Fever still are the people who kmow Gurney personally, and 


the public imews him not at all. Therefore it has been thought | 


well that the eritical appreciations of his wor here gathered 
tegether In Music and Letters should be orefaced by a sketch 
ef his early life. After ail, it is the artist's life | 
which bincs together things of his ereating, and nol ther of in 
then can be quite explicable without the other, 3 
My a2¢quaintanee with Gurney began when one day ‘ie 

ay f9%% I saw coming towards me walking along a corridor in 

the Royal Gollege of Music, 2 fisure which even tn that place 

of marked Individuzlities, xppearesi to me uncommon. For one 

thing the boy was wearing 2 thick, @ark blue, Severn pilot's 

coat, which suggested an outeof-door life, rather than the 
ciipoivlicn lesson with Sir Charles Stanford to which, by the | 
manuscript tucked under his arn, he was clearly bormd, But | 


what struck me more waa the look of latent force in him, the 
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fine head with its profusion of light brown hair f not too 
weld bovashod! > ang the syes, whieh, behind their spectacles, 


were of the mixed colou®ing ( in Gurney"s case hazel, gray, 


green and agate) which Erasmus onee said were remurded by 

| the English as denoting wusual genius. "This", T said te 

| myself, “nust be the new somposition acholsr from Gloucester 

whom they call Schubert", 

t A fortnight later the same figure entered my room at ‘ 
the R. G. M. He said he wished to join the R,0.%, Union; i 
he gave hic name as Ivor B. Gurney, the address of Bis digsings “i | 
in Pulham, and a heme adérese at Gloucester. On being asked | 
What his initial steof for, "Bortie® , he renited anolegeti- i 
saliy. if leurnt long sfterwarda that this was net a diminutive ‘| 
for Herbert, but a surnane, his parents heaving called him 
after Ivor Bertie Guest, Lord Winborne, the «rent man of the I 
Wimborne district, where I. B's father hed pussed his appren- i | 
tice years, q\ 4 

Gurney wes twenty-one when he came te the Royal 
Golilege of Music, owt atall seemed very much & hoy in his 
alternate bursts of shyness and self-reliencee. Hia earliest 
poems were offerad to the R. ¢. H, Union and Magecine with 
diffidence, Nevertheless ke Knew, when ne composed the "Elizas 
{ his five Blicebethan Somss} that they were folly good and 
he never regted till he made me see them, thereby permanently 


me by theix beauty. 
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Prom the first, the tremendous hold which Gloucestershire 
had upon his thouchts and affections was apparent. Pilial 
and. affectionate towaréa his parents, one nerertheless felt 
that Gloucestershire was his fester mother. Later, when he 


 Servea in Prence durtne the War, he mede friends with the 
Prenth country-folk by instinet., This understanding eame about. 


i think because Gurney end Gloucestershire belons te each 
ether in much the sare way that Prench peesante are vunited to 
Prenee where the same families heave Lived on the same land 


for centurtes, There wae in him at timer a tremendous pride 


and hewke-like swiftmeser of temper thet sugsested some far-9 ff 


back Norman, er even Roman, strain. It could welk be in 


Glénucestershire, end Gurney is of Gloucester stack on both 
sides, Bisa father Bevid WaS the seventh and youngest son 
of a builéer end carpenter at Waisemere; his mother was from 
Risley near Stroud, ivor, their eldest son, was born in 
Gloucester itself at 3. Green Street an Auzust 2&8. t@oo0, 

He was baptized st 411 Saints’ Caurch by the Reverend (now 
Genon} fheeseman, end the latter beeare nig seciather from 


Use aceident thet me ene else wes present except the parents. 


Tae event had fer-resehing consequences, amougs them that of 
Gurney*s introdéuction ae 2 bey te wuckh ef the finest English 
poetry, Ganon Cheeseman meking him rez the ccens aloud. 
Gurney"s remurkable sense of word setting and word values 


may well have been developed by this, At the ese of eight 


clbie 
he became a probationer and later a member of the cir of 
Ail Saints, going te the Gathedral aa a Cyortater tn #999. | 


Rere he was under Dr, Brewer for muste ant a geod general | 


ecucation was siven him ab the King*s Seheol, I have been 
tolG he was a famous golo beer, People flocked te the Gathe-~ ’ 


Gral te hear him. Tt was not alone the beauty of his woiece 
but the deep musicel exoresstvenses of his Singing which en= 
chanted thes. From [906 to fe1f he was aasietant organist at ) 
the Cathedral. Also sin ca money Wes @n urgent problem} he | 
contrived to hold a suecession of thurch organist poste, first 
at Wbituiuster near Gloucsater, then at Heanetesd nearer | 


Gloucester, and thircly at the Maxtners’? Church at the dotks in 


Gloucester itself. I aay "contrived’ , becouse with his inving | 


oivls indspendsnee of thought end section, fixed routine ef 


any sort hac always irked him, Me felt stifled too by the 


‘| 
conservation of a Csihedral town. The Three Cheirs Festivals ll 
i / \ 
breaught a welcome change, put even here the prevalence of | 


Mendelssohn oupressed him, ani he relieved his seeLings by 
sttiacking Wie pregvarmes In a series of brilliant letters to 
(X think} the Gloucester Citizen Jownsel, Uribten under the 
now ¢e plume of "Dotted Crotehet’ toey male a stir, earned 
the praise of Me. Bimest Newman, and the richbeous wrath of 
the authorities - especlaliy when the identity ef ‘Hott 


Grotchet! Wags jdvder gr dis covered? 
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Gurney loved boolre, games and the epen air. When only 
ten, he would read the Preface te the Prayer Book during ser= 
fons, He was capital at, foctoall, keen en Cricket, a daring 
yachtaman, Hie passionately sijuyed Sailing his little boat 
the “Dorothy* on the Severn and friemis who salled with him 
Speak with bated breath of the risks he took. Why he was not 
crowned meny times over, no one knowns. : 

Her do I know at what age he first read Shakespeare and 
firet heard the music of Beethoven, but they eariy became 
BaStsr-p2ssions with hin. Ye was in his teens when one, day, 
reaiing aIakeasesre 23 he *minded* the shop fer nia gather 

ducing Luach-time, the inpulse to compos suddenly came to hime 
ami that was that ! For years ke earrisd about a eopy of 
Seethoven"s ¢ sharp minor string quartet in hia pocket. 

in ion G3 WOA on Open Scholarship for Gomseosition and 
Sane to the Royal Gollege ef Music. This Was a great eman- 
Cipation in some ways for Lessons wiler Sieuford, and even more 
tue College itself under Parry gave scopes for the wheke of 
tHe gtudents* gifts and charscters, Besiies, in their queer 
Way, ~ Stanford stern and Gurney rebellious - they grew fond 
of one anataer, wiile for Parri, i. B. G. @lways aad a deep 
affection. | 

Waen War broke out, Gurney promptly volunteered, wag 

rejected on account.of his eyesight, worked through the autumn 
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term of 1914 at the Royal College, wanglei his way into khaki, 


and by the early montae of {975 was in the Yeousary, where 
the other men gave him a wery rough time. Happily he soon 
transferred to the 2/5 Giouvestera, and did = year's training 
in Gagiand before going to France with the bsttalion, ané saome- 
how it wll suited hiw, thougn he cursed the berkbeipnalenatkon, 
A few of the verses in *Severn 2nd Somme’ belong to the months 
when he was at Gneinsiord. fTnen in May {9i6é he went to Prance 
and had sixteen months without a leave home to snc tmaidls 
Roughiy his itinerary was Laventie Line, rouquissart, Richebourg 
then Reserve and Rest - march to Somme in autuan, Grandecourt, | 
Crucifix Gorner, ( a few miles irom Aiberts in a Nissen hut, i 
whefte he spent Christmas, then a short speil in billets at i 
Varennes, foilowead by a march on to the South Seumue, a ghastly 
time in the trenches at Chauines, and warching in the devas- ~ 
tated region where food failed fer days aud ie grew so weak 
that at Vermand in a night attack when he sav 4a German under 
a tree just about to shoot him, he could barely fling the bomb 
at the German's arm waoieh would deflect the alu, Gurney 3 
just did it,but was shot in tne shoulder, got six weeks blessed ' 
respite at Rouen and then back to duty. | 
tt was about this time that Aig the poeas he had been 
writing all the year were ready to be offered to a publisher. 
Mr. Dunhill gave me an introduction for them to Messrs. Sidg- 
wick and Jackson. I sent in "Severn and Somme’, a3 the book : 
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